Related literature
The crystal structure of the low-temperature form of Ag 2 Se has been previously refined by using X-ray (Wiegers, 1971) and synchrotron (Billetter & Ruschewitz, 2008) powder diffraction. For the structure of the cubic high-temperature form of Ag 2 Se, see: Oliveria et al. (1988) . For general background, see : Frueh (1958) . For ionic radii, see: Shannon (1976) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection: RAPID-AUTO (Rigaku, 2006); cell refinement: RAPID-AUTO; data reduction: RAPID-AUTO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: locally modified version of ORTEP (Johnson, 1965) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) .
the results of the structure analysis. In comparison with the previous powder diffraction studies, anisotropic displacement parameters are additionally reported.
The general structural features of AgSe 2 are the same as reported previously (Wiegers, 1971; Billetter & Ruschewitz, 2008) . The structure of the low-temperature form of Ag 2 Se is closely related to the cubic high-temperature phase, where the Se atoms form a body-centered cubic packing, while the silver atoms are statistically distributed over interstitial sites (Oliveria et al., 1988) . As a result, layers composed of Se atoms perpendicular to the b axis are retained in the low-temperature structure (Fig. 1 ). There are two crystallographically independent Ag atoms. 
Refinement
Refinement with TWIN and BASF instruction for the final positional parameters gave a value of 0.34 (4) for the Flack parameter (Flack, 1983) . The highest peak and the deepest hole in the final Fourier map are located 1.71 Å and 0.99 Å, respectively, from atom Ag1. Figures   Fig. 1 . View of Ag 2 Se (50% probability displacement ellipsoids) 
